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DeAnn Straub, Kern Fed Credit Union
Neil Walker, Kern Oil & Refining
Ron Biglin, Kern Travel East Hills
Carl Leech, Mr. Tuxedo
Mike Turnipseed, Kerntax
Larry Mueller, Pres BBRC ’06-’07
Frank Colatruglio, Merrill Lynch
Shawn Simmons, Mt Vernon Florist
Angelo Haddad, New York Life Ins Co.
Steve Richardson, Pacific Western Bank
Rotarian Remlap of BERC
Gary Stanfill, Safety Seminars
Sandi & Richard Schwartz
Mike Brazzell, State Farm
Ken Quarnberg, Valley Gun
Wells Fargo Bank
Raymond’s Trophy
Don Baker
Mike McMasters
Kelley Brown, Today Cleaners
Terry Maxwell T. L. Maxwell’s
Val Garcia, Jr, Univ of LaVerne
Christine Randall, Wood & Randall
Pam Mahan, Stockdale Floor Covering

details on page4

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is always a pleasure to say thank you to the
community sponsors who make our events
successful!  Obviously, your assistance makes
the difference.

We know some supporters have met the disease
“up close and personal” and others simply
recognize and honor the hard work of the
physicians and other volunteers working so hard
to fund the promising vaccine research. What-
ever your reasons, thank you from all of us.

If you’d like to get on board for next year, go to
our website, www.valleyfever.com, and send us
an email to pass on to someone raising funds in
your area. In California, your message will go to
Golf Tournament Chairman Dave Haynes. He
already has a date and a committee for next year!

Thank you for your help in the past and in the
future.  It is greatly appreciated!

Sincerely,

Michael W. Cooper, President of the Board of
Trustees

INSIDE
 Federal Funds

California State Funds
Valley Fever Symposium in Kern County

Cocci Study Group Conference
Pasta Feast Sponsors
Making a Memorial

Contribution

Tee Sponsors:
Bill & Michelle Trivitt
Bill Lewis, California Electric Sup
Bob Parker, Carney’s Business
     Technology Center
Carole & Ira Cohen
Greg Braun, CBIZ
Michael O’Doherty, Citizens
     Business Bank
Marianna Buoni, Clean Harbors
Robin Rossi, Countrywide Loans
Dave  Bass, DB & Co
Patrick Paggi, DPVB
Harry Bryant, Farmers’ Insurance
David Chun, Grancell, Lebovitz,
      Stander, Barnes & Reubens
Susan Leedy, Great Western Ret Svc
Greg Bynum ,Gregory D Bynum
Tom Burch, Henley’s
Barbara Tarpley, Hillcrest Mortuary
Don Parrish, Houston Jewelers
Howard Eddy, Howard Eddy
Fernando Aguirre, I Know Technology
Jim George
Karen Wass Real Estate Consultant

11th Annual Valley Fever Benefit11th Annual Valley Fever Benefit11th Annual Valley Fever Benefit11th Annual Valley Fever Benefit11th Annual Valley Fever Benefit
Golf Tournament - May 2007Golf Tournament - May 2007Golf Tournament - May 2007Golf Tournament - May 2007Golf Tournament - May 2007

The Six Rotary Clubs of Bakersfield
AARP –lunch sponsor

Advanced Beverage (several years now!)
California Water Service Company (new sponsor)

Hertz Car Rental
D&B Printing (informational postcard assistance)

Bakersfield Californian (space for thank you advertisement)
Roger McIntosh and Associates  (all corporate signs and tee signs

provided at no cost to tournament since 1997)
Bakersfield Country Club Staff

ALL GOLFERS for turning out year after year!

Volunteers
Dave Haynes, Chairman
Fernando Aguirre
Isabel Aizpuru
Mike Brazzell
Gail Burch
Freda Carpenter
Howard Eddy
Kelly Giblin
Pat Giordano
Mohamed Younes (AARP)
Rich Harger

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Jane Lewis
Deanna Blaise (Rabobank)
Cheri Meyers (Hertz)
David Moralez (Hertz)
John Talamantes (Hertz)
Bob Parker
Diane Jung
Karen Skrable
Carl Leech
Bill Lewis
Sandra Larson

 take a moment and

GO WINDOW SHOPPING
at the eScrip website.

Hole in one sponsors:
    Bill Wright Toyota
    M.A.Griffin & Sons
    David Coffee, Modern Office Environments
    Michael Burger & Associates
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Every year we publish a memorial
list of those honored by a donation
made in their name. We welcome
these memorial contributions and
will gladly notify family members of
your gift if you provide the name and
address for our response. A special
card has been developed for this pur-
pose. The annual list of memorial do-
nations will be included in the next
issue of this newsletter.

MEMORIAL
 CONTRIBUTIONS

2007 Valley Fever Symposium in California
On May 24, 2007, Cemtral California County Health Officers were
invited to a symposium to discuss the challenge presented by Valley
Fever.  Health Officers from Kern, Kings, Fresno, Ventura, Tulare,
San Joaquin and San Luis Obispo Counties were among those
presenting “local snapshots” describing the impact of the disease in
their area.

It was a surprise to some attending to learn that in recent years San
Luis Obispo County, which is on the Coast and not in California’s
central valley, has had the third highest incidence rate in the state.

Dr. Hans Einstein presented a history of the disease. Dr. Royce
Johnson and John Caldwell, both of Kern Medical Center, described
the burden on individuals and societal costs.

Dr. George Rutherford, Principal Investigator with the Valley Fever
Vaccine Project, presented an update on vaccine development,
research and funding.

Speakers in the afternoon discussed epidemiology and testing,
including the presentation of startling statistics on the problems with
Valley Fever in some California prisons by Dr. Demosthenes
Pappagianis of UC Davis.

The symposium was held in the Hans Einstein Education Center at
the Kern County Department of Public Health.

Support For Better
Mandated Reporting

A recurrent complaint heard from
scientists and  health officers is the
feeling of frustration dealing with
statistics based on incomplete infor-
mation.  A true picture of the impact
of Valley Fever on our communities
is not possible because mandatory
reporting is not in place in Califor-
nia. The California state legislature
could and should make this change.
We must educate our representatives.

Coccidioidomycosis
Study Group meeting in

Tucson, March 2007
As of the writing of this article, the
State of California proposed budget
did not contain funds for Valley Fe-
ver Vaccine Research. Among those
on record supporting continued fi-
nancial support by the State is the
CCLHO (California Conference of
Local Health Officers), a statutory
body charged with advising the old
California Department of Health
Services.

For 51 years, the Cocci Study Group
has served as a forum for the ex-
change of clinical and research find-
ings on Valley Fever.  The group met
most recently in Tucson on March 31,
2007, and will meet next year in San
Diego. There was a large attendance
in Tucson. Mark Starr with the Cali-
fornia Department of Health Services
provided information about the rate
of infection in California and also the
reported recent infections in the prison
population located in the endemic area.
He also addressed the need for better
mandatory reporting of the disease in
California.

Looking for
Federal Funds

Still no federal funds in
sight. Congressman Kevin
McCarthy continues to
push for funds for vaccine
research. He has requested
appropriation of the funds
authorized by the Tax Re-
lief and Health Care Bill
passed at the end of 2006.
In that bill, $40 million
was authorized for grants
from the Secretary of
Health and Human Services
through the year 2012.
No cash will be available
unless and until Congress
makes an appropriation.

County Health
Officers Support Vaccine
Funding in California
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Mail with your check payable to
Valley Fever Americas Foundation, P.O. Box 2752, Bakersfield CA 93303

President:
 Michael W. Cooper

Treasurer:  Bob Parker
Executive Director and

Newsletter Editor:
Sandra Larson

This newsletter was printed by
DB & Company in  Bakersf ie ld

Valley Fever
Americas Foundation

P. O. Box 2752
Bakersfield, CA 93303
www.valleyfever.com

800-825-3387 [800*VAL*FEVR]
661-832-1456

You know the damage Valley Fever can do.
Your generous contributions are relied upon to help keep the

promising vaccine research moving forward so that
eventually we will be able to prevent this disease! Please help!

Valley Fever Vaccine Project of the Americas:
A Rotary District 5240 Project

Name (please print)            Mailing Address

Telephone Number(s)            City/State                               ZIP

EMAIL:

   I am making a tax deductible contribution in the amount of $ ________
My check payable to the Valley Fever Americas Foundation is enclosed.
Please charge the amount above to my MASTER or VISA card.

This is a memorial donation in the name of  __________________________

Card Number                                                  Expires:
Signature:                                                        Date:

Other:  Lloyd Plank Real Estate and
California Electric Supply

Pasta  provided by:
THE NOODLE VENDER

Pasta Sauce provided by:
URICCHIO’S TRATTORIA

MAXWELL’S
VALENTIEN’S

ROSA’S
WOODY’S

WESTERN KITCHEN
RED LOBSTER

CAFÉ’ MED
FRUGATTI’S
SORELLAS

Fresh Hot Baked Breads
provided by:

TAHOE JOE’S
HODEL’S COUNTRY DINING

ROMANO’S MACARONI GRILL

Fresh Green Salad  provided by:
WESTERN KITCHEN

Ice Cream
DRYERS

Pepsi

In Kind Donations
KGFM 101.5-Advertising
Michael & Melinda Westfahl- Popcorn
1410 Kern News Talk Radio-Advertising
Kelley Brown Today’s Cleaners-Table clothes, aprons, towels
Safety Seminars, Inc & Mobile Equipment Company-Tee Shirts
Jim Clark, DDS, Bakersfield Christian High Band- Pd. Entertainment

2007 Pasta Feast Sponsors
Diamond
Union Bank of California

Platinum
  AC Electric
  Stockdale Floor Covering
  San Joaquin Bank
  CBRE

Gold
  Kern Refuse Disposal, INC
  BC Laboratories
  Kern Travel - East Hills
  Mercy Hospital
  Walters & Associates
  Dan & Pat Giordano
  Fidelity National Title

Silver
  Bank of America
  CBIZ
  Merrill Lynch
  WA Thompson
  Larry Moxley
  Reyneveld Construction
  Gregory Bynum & Associates
  Kern Steel Fabrication
  Tel Tech Security
  Saba’s Mens Store
  Well’s Fargo Bank
  M. A. Griffin & Sons
  Healthland Insurance Services
  Mobile Equipment & Crane Co., Inc
  Hillcrest Memorial Park
  Ira Cohen

Many thanks to the loyal community sponsors of PASTA FEAST,
 a terrific annual fundraiser of the Rotary Club of Bakersfield East
which benefits in part the Valley Fever Vaccine Project!

Restaurant Committee
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Take a moment and

GO WINDOW SHOPPING
at the eScrip website.

Click and scroll to see what’s available so you’ll think first before you buy later elsewhere!

Are you planning a vacation or business trip?  You can make your reservations through the eScrip Rewards
Network. Visit participating restaurants and contribute 5% of your total bill!

Are you signed up yet for eScrip?  A pull down menu makes it easy to see the wide variety of stores where your
purchases will yield treasure through a contribution based on a percentage of the sale.

You can also check out the “on line” mall options. You will almost certainly find catalogs for stores you are
already in the habit of using.

Thank you for taking the time to explore the opportunities  eScrip opens for you to support vaccine research with
the special and with the everyday purchases you make!  We hope it works well for
you and for the project we all care so much about!

If you haven’t already done so, take a moment now to go to www.eScrip.com, click
on “getting started”, then enter “valley fever” in the search box.  Look for the Valley
Fever Americas Foundation listing and then follow further directions as you work
through the three types of cards you may have!

What a difference this can make if  we all  do i t .

GOLF AGAIN!
May 19, 2008

You can help us make it
the best year ever!


